
TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 28, 2007 

 

  

Mayor Tubbs called the regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of 

Chatham to order at 7:41 P.M. 

 

Adequate Notice of this meeting of the Township Committee was given as required by the Open 

Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to both The Chatham Courier and the Morris 

County Daily Record on January 5, 2007; notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main 

hallway of the Municipal Building on January 5, 2007; and notice was filed with the Township 

Clerk on January 5, 2007. 

 

Mayor Tubbs led the flag salute. 

 

Roll Call   

 

Answering present to the roll call were Committeewoman Hagner, Committeeman Hartford, 

Deputy Mayor Brower and Mayor Tubbs.  Committeeman O’Connor was absent.   

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

Mayor Tubbs indicated that the Kaleidoscope of Hope presentation would be held prior to the 

reports.  Furthermore, Resolution 2007-132 was pulled from the Consent Agenda for a separate 

vote.  Resolution 2007-135 was also pulled from the Consent Agenda, and will be addressed at a 

future meeting.   

 

Deputy Mayor Brower moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  Committeewoman Hagner 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

 

Special Recognition Awards 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-144 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

CHATHAM RECOGNIZING CHIEF ELIZABETH GOECKEL FOR HER SPECIAL 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, Elizabeth (Betty) Goeckel joined the Chatham Township Police 

Department as a civilian dispatcher in 1982 and   

 WHEREAS, Betty Goeckel began her career as a Police Officer when she was appointed 

as a Probationary Officer in 1985 and subsequently as a regular Police Officer in 1986 and 

 WHEREAS, Betty Goeckel advanced through the ranks of Sergeant, Lieutenant and was 

appointed to the top leadership post in the Chatham Township Police Department when she was 

appointed to serve as Chief on November 1, 2002 and  

 WHEREAS, in 2001 Chief Goeckel became a member of the FBI Law Enforcement 

Executive Development Association (LEEDA) after graduating from the Mid Atlantic LEEDS 

Program and 

 WHEREAS, in 2005 Chief Goeckel graduated from the FBI LEEDS Program and the 

FBI National Academy and 

 WHEREAS, on April 6, 2007 Chief Elizabeth Goeckel was sworn in as the President of 

the FBI Law Enforcement Executive Development Association (LEEDA) an organization of 

over 2,200 law enforcement executives dedicated to advancing the science and art of police 

management and administration, becoming the first female to serve in that position.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham that we hereby recognize, and extend our deep appreciation to Chief 

Elizabeth Goeckel for her achievement which brings honor to her, her husband Richard and sons 

Daniel and Kevin as well as the Chatham Township Police Department. 
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Mayor Tubbs read Resolution 2007-144 honoring Chief Goeckel.  Morris County Prosecutor 

Robert A. Bianchi, Esq. also spoke on behalf of Chief Goeckel’s career and accomplishments.  

Chief Goeckel thanked the Township Committee.   

 

Presentation – Kaleidoscope of Hope  

 

Kaleidoscope of Hope Foundation was founded by Gail MacNeil, an ovarian cancer survivor, to 

help raise research funds for and awareness of ovarian cancer.  Mrs. MacNeil asked that the 

Township Committee declare September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness month.  Teal ribbons 

will be tied around the Township trees in September to promote awareness of ovarian cancer. 

 

Design Plans for Castle Park 

 

Committeewoman Hagner gave a report on the design plans for Castle Park.  New state 

regulations for playground safety will go into effect in October 2007, and the current structure at 

Castle Park will not be compliant with the new regulations.  As it would be too costly to restore 

the existing structure and/or save aspects of it, a four-member committee of residents has 

reviewed designs for a new facility, and they have tried to keep the castle theme as much as 

possible.  Committeewoman Hagner introduced a member of the Castle Park Committee named 

Ann Pierce, and together they went over the design plans and the projected costs with the 

Township Committee.  The estimated cost for the design that best captures the castle park theme 

is approximately $216,000, not including the installation cost of $25,000.  Committeeman 

Hartford asked about ADA requirements, and if any parents of disabled children provided input 

in the design process.  Mrs. Pierce said that considerations were made for disabled children.  

Committeeman Hartford also inquired if any special approval is needed for these plans.  Mayor 

Tubbs indicated that Engineer Ruschke would review the plans, and Committeewoman Hagner 

said that the company certifies that the new apparatus is compliant with the new state 

regulations.  Committeeman Hartford then asked if Chatham Borough might help fund the new 

structures at Castle Park.  Mayor Tubbs offered the opinion that Chatham Borough would 

probably not contribute any funding.  Deputy Mayor Brower suggested seeking county and state 

grants to help fund this project, as non-residents will use the facilities.  Committeewoman 

Hagner said that they have looked into grants, and mentioned one in particular offered by 

Johnson & Johnson.  Mayor Tubbs said that the Township should not avoid building recreation 

facilities because non-residents might use them, but added that the projected costs for the new 

facilities are high, and agreed that donations should be sought from residents and organizations.  

Administrator Ciccarone addressed the timing factor, citing that the current structure will be 

taken down in late August or early September of 2007, and fundraising efforts might add a delay 

to how quickly the park can be replaced.  With regard to the financial questions raised by Deputy 

Mayor Brower, Administrator Ciccarone suggested that reaching out to the county for support is 

a good idea.  Mayor Tubbs asked about timetables, and Committeewoman Hagner said that the 

construction would probably take place in the Spring 2008.  Deputy Mayor Brower added that 

Castle Park is usable as it is, and that the new safety regulations adopted by the State are the 

result of manufacturers lobbying for certain standards.   

 

Reports 

 

Committeeman Hartford asked about COAH requirements.  Attorney Woodward explained that 

COAH is still in the process of revising the requirements.  Also, as Township met the 

requirements that were in effect at the time that the Appellate Division overturned the 

regulations, the Township cannot be penalized.  Committeeman Hartford also asked about the 

Verizon fiber optic network.  Administrator Ciccarone explained that it will be installed 

throughout the Township with construction beginning during the summer, and the service is 

expected to be available at the end of the year.  Deputy Mayor Brower reported that the Local 

Assistance Board has met, and has not had any major problems.  Committeewoman Hagner 

reported that the Movie Night was very well attended, and feedback was positive.  

Committeewoman Hagner also advised she received some correspondence about the need for 

additional crosswalks on Fairmount Avenue.  Mayor Tubbs advised that research has been 

conducted with regard to installing additional crosswalks in the appropriate areas on Fairmount 

Avenue.  Engineer Ruschke has been discussing this with the County and that the County will 

install the appropriate signage.  Mayor Tubbs said that he received a letter from the executive 

director of the Ten Towns Committee requesting that the Township of Chatham join them in 

requesting that the new visitors center on Pleasant Plains Road at the National Wildlife Refuge 



 3 

Center be named in honor of Helen Fenske.  The sense of the Committee was for Mayor Tubbs 

to send a letter of support to the Ten Towns Committee.  Engineer Ruschke reported that the 

paving has been completed on River Road and Johnson Drive, and Hillside Avenue is next to be 

paved.  He has not yet received a report from the environmental consultant regarding Shunpike 

Fields.  Mayor Tubbs added that state representatives are interested in working with the 

Township regarding the project at Shunpike Field.  Furthermore, now that the Johnson Drive 

paving is done, the Sewer Assessment Commissioners can meet soon to determine the 

assessment costs for that project.   

 

Request From Chatham Emergency Squad 

 

Richard Nelson from the Chatham Emergency Squad asked that the discount for Colony Pool be 

extended to all practicing members of the Emergency Squad, not just those who meet the 

LOSAP requirements.  Deputy Mayor Brower suggested that the Chatham Emergency Squad 

should be granted the discretion as to who is eligible for such discounts.  Committeeman 

Hartford pointed out that there may be active members of the Emergency Squad who are unable 

to meet the LOSAP standards, but who are still active to a point where they should be eligible for 

Colony Pool discounts.  Administrator Ciccarone asked if this discount would apply to members 

of the Emergency Squad who are Chatham Borough residents.  Mayor Tubbs asked 

Administrator Ciccarone to reach out to the Fire Department regarding discounts at Colony Pool.  

An ordinance will be prepared to extend the Colony Pool discount as requested.   

 

Hearing of Citizens/Petitions 

 

Mayor Tubbs opened the Hearing of Citizens. 

 

Mayor Tubbs pointed out that it was the Township Committee and Borough Council that 

approved the demolition of the house on the Woodland Park property.  Secondly, Mayor Tubbs 

indicated that Administrator Ciccarone’s contract for employment would not be discussed during 

this meeting.  Furthermore, Mayor Tubbs has no intention of selling any of the Township’s open 

space parcels. 

 

1. Peter Hofmann, May Drive resident, said that under the terms of grant monies received 

for the purchase of Woodland Park, the municipalities were required to maintain, protect 

and preserve the property and any improvements.  Mr. Hofmann also asked about the 

signs that were supposed to have been posted at the property.  Administrator Ciccarone 

said that Green Acres has yet to provide the signs.  Also, the public has access to the 

property, and the property does not have to be ADA accessible unless there is an amenity 

being offered at the site.   

 

2. Bill Spraitzar, Joanna Way resident, said that he drove past Nash Field recently, and the 

lights were on at 5:10 PM.  He asked who controls the lights.  Administrator Ciccarone 

said that the volunteer coaches have been instructed not to turn on the lights until dusk.   

 

3. William Berberich, Highland Avenue resident, distributed a photo to the Township 

Committee and addressed the clear-cutting of the trees at 123 Highland Avenue.  Mr. 

Berberich suggested that the township ordinance should look at the cumulative removal 

of trees.  Committeewoman Hagner said that the Tree Protection Committee would 

review Mr. Berberich’s comments.  Administrator Ciccarone added that the applicant 

complied with the current tree ordinance.   

 

Seeing no further comment, Mayor Tubbs closed the Hearing of Citizens. 

 

Public Hearing/Final Adoption of Ordinances 

 

ORDINANCE 2007-09 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING AREAS FOR THE DISCHARGE OF 

FIREARMS FOR DEER HUNTING  
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 WHEREAS, the Township of Chatham suffers from problems with depradations from a 

deer population that is overcrowded, causes numerous collisions with motor vehicles, is a vector 

for Lyme disease and causes thousands of dollars in damage to vegetation and plantings within 

the Township, and, as a result, the Township is developing a deer management plan of which this 

ordinance is a part; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey that Section 3-6.3 of the 

Township Code is hereby amended to add subsection 3-6.3g as follows: 

1. 3-6.3g.  Deer hunting with shotgun, subject to the following safety standards and 

conditions: 

 1.  Any person proposing to engage in shotgun deer hunting within the borders of the 

Township of Chatham shall first obtain a permit from the Police Department of the Township of 

Chatham. 

 2.  Permits shall only be issued to individuals possessing a valid New Jersey State deer 

shotgun-hunting permit, and shall be limited to no more than twenty (20) permits per day. 

 3.  Shotgun deer hunting may take place on properties, as more particularly shown on the 

map attached hereto, located on the south side of River Road to the Morris County line with 

Union County from Passaic Street to the Township boundary with Passaic Township, on the 

north side of Green Village Road from the Township boundary with Harding Township to the 

intersection with Shunpike Road and running north to the Township boundary, on the south side 

of Green Village Road from the Township boundary with Harding Township to the R-5A 

District as shown on the Zoning Map of the Township of Chatham and running south to the 

boundary of the Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, on Lots 117 and 117.01 in Block 48.15, 

Lot 117.27 in Block 48.16, Lot 10.01 in Block 128 along Southern Boulevard, on Lots 1 and 2 in 

Block 64 along River Road, and Lots 92, 93 and 94 in Block 18, and Lots 74, 76, 77, 87, 88, and 

89 in Block 48 at the end of Tanglewood Lane., but only when permission has first been 

obtained from the property owner. 

4. For any shotgun hunter who shall use a motor vehicle to access a permitted 

hunting area, such hunter shall display, while hunting, on such motor vehicle, when parked, a 

copy of the Township permit or such other placard or notice as may be provided by the police 

department. 

5.    All laws, rules and regulations regarding hunting now or as may be adopted by 

the State of  New Jersey shall apply and are incorporated herein. 

2.  This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 

 

Mayor Tubbs opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2007-09. 

Seeing none, Mayor Tubbs closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Deputy Mayor Brower thanked the Township Committee and the public for supporting this 

ordinance.  The next phase will be to determine if any action needs to be taken to address 

pockets of deer that will not be affected by shotgun and bow hunting.     

 

Deputy Mayor Brower made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2007-09.  Committeewoman Hagner 

seconded the motion.   

 

Roll call: Committeewoman Hagner, Aye; Committeeman Hartford, Aye; Committeeman 

O’Connor, Absent; Deputy Mayor Brower, Aye; Mayor Tubbs, Aye. 

 

Introduction of Ordinances 

 

ORDINANCE 2007-10 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

ORDINANCE SUBDIVISION AND SITE PLAN GIS SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, County 

of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 1.  Section 30-62, Plat and Plan Details, is hereby amended to add Subsection 30-62.7, 

Submission Requirements Applicable to All Plats and Plans, as follows: 

 30-62.7  Submission Requirements Applicable to All Plats and Plans.  A survey of the 

entire tract or property, prepared by a New Jersey Licensed Surveyor, showing the location of 
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the improvements proposed or the portion to be divided therefrom, giving all distances and 

showing all roads abutting or traversing the property.  Development boundaries shall be clearly 

delineated.  At a minimum, two (2) corners of the proposed plan or plat shall have horizontal 

coordinates and vertical values shown, based upon municipal monumentation.  Municipal 

monumentation is based upon horizontal coordinates of the New Jersey System of Plane 

Coordinates (NJSPC NAD, 83) and vertical values of the North American Vertical Datum 

(NAVD, 88).  If municipal monumentation is not available, other monumentation having values 

of these datums can be used.  Monument identification and associated values must be noted on 

the plan or plat.  The plan or plat shall be prepared in an electronic format having horizontal and 

vertical values as outlined above suitable for import of the drawing files into the Township of 

Chatham GIS and the Morris County GIS systems. 

 2.  All other subsections of Section 30-62 shall remain in full force and effect. 

 3.  This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 

 

Attorney Woodward explained that this ordinance would require that site plans, lot grading 

plans, and subdivision plans be submitted in a digital format conforming to the GIS program.  

Deputy Mayor Brower asked if this would present a significant cost to the homeowners 

submitting plans.  Engineer Ruschke said that it would not present a significant cost, and would 

help the Township to update the GIS system and the tax maps.  Committeeman Hartford 

suggested that the language of the ordinance should not specify the file format, as technology 

will evolve and a specified format may become obsolete.  The suggestion was made to remove 

the reference to DWG and insert “an electronic format”.  Committeeman Hartford also asked 

about scaling, and Engineer Ruschke said that the software allows for data to be imported in any 

scale chosen.  Committeewoman Hagner asked if this ordinance would require submission at the 

time of application, or upon approval.  Engineer Ruschke said that people would probably ask 

for a waiver to allow them to wait for approval before submitting plans in the digital format.   

 

Deputy Mayor Brower made a motion to introduce Ordinance 2007-10 as amended.  

Committeeman Hartford seconded the motion.   

 

Roll call: Committeewoman Hagner, Aye; Committeeman Hartford, Aye; Committeeman 

O’Connor, Absent; Deputy Mayor Brower, Aye; Mayor Tubbs, Aye. 

 

Public Hearing for Ordinance 2007-10 will be scheduled for July 26, 2007.   

 

Consent Agenda 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-133 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP  

OF CHATHAM AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS, PAYROLLS,  

SCHOOL TAXES, AND COUNTY TAXES 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that bills in the total amount of $666,714.09 and the prior month’s 

payroll of $461,104.04 Current Fund, $45,119.42 Sewer No. 1, $7,721.68 Sewer No. 2, and  

$20,631.85 Police Private Employment be paid. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that taxes due to the School District of the Chathams, 

for the month of June 2007, in the amount of $1,922,256.95 be paid. 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-134 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP  

OF CHATHAM, ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF REPORTS 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham  

that the following monthly reports of departments be acknowledged as received: 

 

Tax Collector – May 2007 

Municipal Court – May 2007 

 Construction Official – May 2007 

 Emergency Squad – May 2007 

 Animal Control – May 2007 



 6 

 Fire Official – May 2007 

 Police Department – May 2007 

 Public Works – May 2007 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-136 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP  

OF CHATHAM APPROVING KIWANIS CLUB OF MORRISTOWN  

COUNTRY SQUIRE 5K & 10K RUNS. 

 

WHEREAS, The Kiwanis Club of Morristown is sponsoring the Country Squire 5K & 

10K Runs on Sunday, October 7, 2007, and 
WHEREAS, the route for the runs includes streets in the Township of Chatham, and 

WHEREAS, The Kiwanis Club of Morristown has made application to the Township of 

Chatham for permission to conduct the runs upon the streets of the Township, and 

WHEREAS, The Kiwanis Club of Morristown has provided the Township with a 

Certificate of Insurance naming the Township as an additional insured,  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey that permission is hereby granted 

to the Kiwanis Club of Morristown to conduct its annual Country Squire 5K & 10K runs upon 

the streets of the Township as shown on the route map attached, on Sunday October 7, 2007.  

   
RESOLUTION 2007-137 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP  

OF CHATHAM APPROVING FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Chatham has designated the Green Village Volunteer Fire 

Department and the Chatham Township Volunteer Fire Department as the official fire companies 

for the Township; and 

 WHEREAS, members of both departments are eligible for membership in N.J. State 

Firemen’s Association as provided by applicable law; and 

 WHEREAS, in order to become members of the association, the Township is required to 

certify that each applicant is an active member of the respective Fire Department; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey that the following named 

individual has been admitted to active membership in the respective department as approved by 

the Township Committee. 

      NAME      FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Bryan M. Hubbard     Green Village Volunteer Fire Department 

Stacey L. Felts-Bock         Green Village Volunteer Fire Department 

Alexandre M. Duarte    Chatham Township Volunteer Fire Department 

  

RESOLUTION 2007-138 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF CHATHAM APPROVING MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham 

acknowledges receipt of and approves the minutes of the Township Committee meetings held on 

May 23, 2007 and June 6, 2007. 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-139 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM APPROVING RAFFLES FOR  

KIWANIS CLUB OF THE CHATHAMS          

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham that off-

premise raffles to be conducted by the Kiwanis Club of the Chathams on September 18, 2007 at 

Charlie Browns at 522 Southern Boulevard are hereby approved. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Chatham that on premise raffles for cash prizes (50/50) of less than $400.00 to be held at Charlie 

Browns at 522 Southern Boulevard are hereby approved on the following dates:  

2007- Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 18, Oct. 16, 23, 30, Nov. 20, 27, Dec. 18 

2008- Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, March 18, 25, April 15, 22, 29 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-140 

 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP  

OF CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

RELEASING DEVELOPER ESCROW ACCOUNT AND/OR  

PERFORMANCE BOND BALANCES 

 

WHEREAS, developers are required to deposit monies with the Township for the 

purposes of offsetting Township professional costs to review plans or to inspect approved 

development and for the purpose of ensuring the satisfactory completion of public or private 

improvements; and 

WHEREAS, these deposited monies, following all necessary withdrawals to cover 

Township expenses or costs, may be released upon satisfactory completion of work, receipt of 

review board decisions, or completion of guaranteed work, upon passage of a Township 

resolution authorizing such release.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham that the following guarantee amount or account balances, with interest 

adjustments as prescribed by state and local laws, may be released to the depositor of record:   

NAME A/C NUMBER AMOUNT 

Fairmount Country Club 

400 Southern Blvd 

Chatham, NJ  07928 

 

Block 128 Lot 10.01 

7200038994 $2181.30 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-141 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REFUNDING OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES 

 

 WHEREAS, due to inadvertence, error, tax appeal settlement or judgment, an 

overpayment of property taxes has been made for the following property; and  

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has recommended the refund of such overpayment, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham that the following refunds be made: 

 

BLOCK LOT OWNER NAME   &   ADDRESS AMOUNT 

 

86 17 World Savings  

Escrow Administration 

P.O. Box 659559 

San Antonio, Texas  78265 

 

RE: 12 Lenape Trail 

$2367.72 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-145 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

CHATHAM AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE BIKEWAY  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham that  

the Township Clerk and Township Administrator be, hereby, authorized and directed to file 

applications (copy attached) to the State Department of Transportation (DOT) for the bikeway 

project known as the Southern-Spring and Chatham-Rose Connections, from Southern 
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Boulevard to Spring Street and from Chatham Street to Rose Terrace, for a distance of  0.29 

miles and committing the Township to all the terms and conditions as contained in the grant 

application. 

 

Before voting on the Consent Agenda, Committeewoman Hagner explained Resolution 2007-

145.  At the most recent Open Space Committee meeting, Angela Clerico from Banisch 

Associates reported that there is an NJDOT grant for which the Township could apply.  This 

grant would be for bike paths that are not along the road, and Committeewoman Hagner cited 

several areas where this grant could be used.  Committeeman Hartford asked if this would 

include the link between Nash Field and the Green Village Post Office.  Committeewoman 

Hagner said that it would be for other locations, and it is for the actual implementation of a bike 

path.  Committeeman Hartford also raised concerns about privacy issues and the lack of an 

approved plan.  Deputy Mayor Brower said that even if an overall bike path plan cannot be 

adopted, the Township should still build bike paths in those areas that would be advantageous.   

 

Deputy Mayor Brower moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Committeewoman Hagner 

seconded the motion.   

 

Roll call: Committeewoman Hagner, Aye; Committeeman Hartford, Aye; Committeeman 

O’Connor, Absent; Deputy Mayor Brower, Aye; Mayor Tubbs, Aye. 

 

Administrator Ciccarone advised the Committee that they had not voted on Resolution 2007-144, 

previously read by Mayor Tubbs. 

 

RESOLUTION 2007-144 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

CHATHAM RECOGNIZING CHIEF ELIZABETH GOECKEL FOR HER SPECIAL 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, Elizabeth (Betty) Goeckel joined the Chatham Township Police 

Department as a civilian dispatcher in 1982 and   

 WHEREAS, Betty Goeckel began her career as a Police Officer when she was appointed 

as a Probationary Officer in 1985 and subsequently as a regular Police Officer in 1986 and 

 WHEREAS, Betty Goeckel advanced through the ranks of Sergeant, Lieutenant and was 

appointed to the top leadership post in the Chatham Township Police Department when she was 

appointed to serve as Chief on November 1, 2002 and  

 WHEREAS, in 2001 Chief Goeckel became a member of the FBI Law Enforcement 

Executive Development Association (LEEDA) after graduating from the Mid Atlantic LEEDS 

Program and 

 WHEREAS, in 2005 Chief Goeckel graduated from the FBI LEEDS Program and the 

FBI National Academy and 

 WHEREAS, on April 6, 2007 Chief Elizabeth Goeckel was sworn in as the President of 

the FBI Law Enforcement Executive Development Association (LEEDA) an organization of 

over 2,200 law enforcement executives dedicated to advancing the science and art of police 

management and administration, becoming the first female to serve in that position.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham that we hereby recognize, and extend our deep appreciation to Chief 

Elizabeth Goeckel for her achievement which brings honor to her, her husband Richard and sons 

Daniel and Kevin as well as the Chatham Township Police Department. 

 

Committeewoman Hagner moved to adopt Resolution 2007-144.  Deputy Mayor Brower 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

 

RESOLUTION 2007-132 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY DETERMINING THE 

APPEAL FROM THE DECISION OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF NEW 

CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC, BLOCK 62.09, LOT 2, 

 APPLICATION NO. BOA 05-62.09-2 
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 WHEREAS, the Township Committee does hereby make the following findings and 

conclusions: 

 1. By Resolution adopted March 15, 2007, the Board of Adjustment of the Township 

of Chatham concluded the hearing on Application No. BOA 05-62.09-2 of New Cingular 

Wireless PCS, LLC ("New Cingular") by granting two "d" variances (use and height) together 

with preliminary and final site plan approval for the installation, on Block 69.02, Lot 2, between 

Sunset Drive and Fairmount Avenue, of a telecommunications antenna array on the existing 

Public Service Electric and Gas Company ("PSE&G") electrical transmission tower with an 

equipment compound at the base of said tower.  The subject premises is located in the R-3 

Residential District, which does not permit wireless telecommunications facilities as of right.   

 2. The application was heard by the Board of Adjustment at eight duly noticed 

public hearings on December 15, 2005, February 16, 2006, March 16, 2006, April 12, 2006, June 

15, 2006, October 11, 2006, January 10, 2007 and March 15, 2007.   

 3. The decision of the Board of Adjustment was timely appealed pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40:55D-17 of the Municipal Land Use Law ("MLUL") by objectors to the application, 

including Frank and Kathy Culleny, Holly and Stephen Glunk, Roseann Weaver, Michael and 

Nancy Kmiecik, and Mark and Sonja Boyland.  The appeal was heard by the Township 

Committee at duly noticed public hearings on May 23, 2007 and June 6, 2007.   

 4. The Township Committee has reviewed all of the evidence developed at the 

hearings before the Board of Adjustment, including the exhibits, transcripts and the resolution 

adopted by the Board, has heard the arguments presented by the appellants and the applicant's 

counsel, Michael T. Lavigne, Esq., and has considered and deliberated thereon.  The Township 

Committee has concluded that the applicant New Cingular has satisfied the requirements under 

the MLUL for the grant of the requested variances for the reasons set forth in the resolution of 

the Board, which it adopts and incorporates herein. 

 5. In addition to the resolution of the Board of Adjustment, additional findings by 

the Township Committee include the following: 

 A.  The applicant established clearly that there is a gap in the coverage provided by New 

Cingular that it must fill under its FCC license.  This gap was confirmed by the expert consultant 

retained by the Board of Adjustment, Dr. Bruce Eisenstein. 

 B.  The applicant thoroughly explored potential alternatives to the site that was approved.  

None of the alternatives provided the same coverage, nor were they any more desirable or 

feasible than the site approved.  The co-location of telecommunications facilities on existing 

public utility facilities such as electrical transmission towers is a policy noted favorably by the 

New Jersey Supreme Court in Smart SMR v. Fairlawn Board of Adjustment, 152 N.J. 309,  331-

336 (1998).   

 C.  The Board required and the applicant agreed to provide extensive buffering of the 

facilities at the site, including noise and landscape buffering.  The maintenance of the buffering 

is required permanently for the duration of the installation. 

 D.  Additional maintenance is permanently required for the fencing and the structures 

approved in the final site plan.  This maintenance includes but is not limited to painting, 

cleaning, and replacing, as the need arises, the fencing and structure to retain the appearance of 

the facility. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 1. The determination of the Board of Adjustment on Application No. BOA 05-

62.09-2 is hereby affirmed for the reasons set forth in its resolution dated March 15, 2007 and as 

set forth herein. 

 2. The applicant New Cingular and its successor shall permanently maintain the 

fencing and structures installed pursuant to this approval, including without limitation painting, 

cleaning and replacing, as the need arises, in order to retain and maintain the appearance of the 

facility.    

 

Attorney Woodward discussed and explained the content of Resolution 2007-132.  Deputy 

Mayor Brower asked if there are any conditions regarding the equipment being abandoned.  

Attorney Woodward said that such concerns are addressed in the Board of Adjustment’s 

resolution granting the variance.   

 

Committeewoman Hagner moved to adopt Resolution 2007-132.  Deputy Mayor Brower 

seconded the motion 
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Committeeman Hartford said he was adamantly opposed to this application and that he feels as 

though the Township Committee did not adequately deliberate on this issue.  Committeeman 

Hartford thought this was not a suitable location and was concerned for the safety of the 

residents.   

 

Roll call: Committeewoman Hagner, Aye; Committeeman Hartford, Nay; Committeeman 

O’Connor, Absent; Deputy Mayor Brower, Aye; Mayor Tubbs, Aye. 

 

Discussion: Possible Ordinance or Resolution 

 

Employee Group Health Insurance 

 

Administrator Ciccarone explained that the Township has provided group health insurance to 

employees under the New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan, and Grinspec was hired to market 

the Township’s plan in the private sector.  Grinspec has submitted a proposal that the Township 

should withdraw from the State Health Benefits Plan, and deal directly with Horizon - Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield.  Committeeman Hartford applauded Administrator Ciccarone’s efforts to 

save money, but he feels that the State Health Benefits Program should be afforded the 

opportunity to voice an opinion.  Administrator Ciccarone said that he did meet with a 

representative from the State Health Benefits Program, and the representative said that Horizon 

would be able to provide the better offer.  Jim Finn from Grinspec gave a summary of the 

process by which the plans are marketed.  He listed the companies that compete with the State 

Health Benefits Plan for group insurance, and said that 95 percent of the municipalities and 

school districts that leave the State Health Benefits Plan go with Horizon - Blue Cross/Blue 

Shield.  Administrator Ciccarone added that the Direct Access Plan is a nationwide network, 

whereas the NJ Plus program is only accepted in a few other states.  Furthermore, the State 

Health Benefits Plan can make arbitrary changes to their plan without any collective bargaining.  

By not being part of the State Health Benefits Plan, the Township will be able to save money 

based on the claims experience.  Deputy Mayor Brower indicated that he prefers to have the 

Township health benefits program to be run through a private organization than through the 

State.    

 

RESOLUTION 2007-142 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO TERMINATE PARTICIPATION UNDER THE  

NEW JERSEY STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM  

 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

 

1. The Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, Morris County hereby resolves 

to terminate its participation in the program thereby canceling coverage provided by the 

New Jersey State Health Benefits Program (N.J.S.A. 52:14-17.25 et seq.) for all its active 

and retired employees. 

2. We shall notify all active employees of the date of their termination of coverage under 

the program. 

3. We understand that the Division of Pensions and Benefits will notify retired employees 

of the cancellation of their coverage. 

4. We understand that all COBRA participants will be notified by the Division of Pensions 

and Benefits and advised to contact our office concerning a possible alternative health, 

prescription drug, and dental insurance program. 

5. We understand that this resolution shall take effect the first of the month following a 60-

day period beginning with the receipt of the resolution by the State Health Benefits 

Commission. 

 

Deputy Mayor Brower moved to adopt Resolution 2007-142.  Committeewoman Hagner 

seconded the motion 

 

Roll call: Committeewoman Hagner, Aye; Committeeman Hartford, Aye; Committeeman 

O’Connor, Absent; Deputy Mayor Brower, Aye; Mayor Tubbs, Aye. 
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RESOLUTION 2007-143 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CONCERNING GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE 

 

 The Township Committee of the Township of Chatham hereby resolves effective 

September 1, 2007 to make the following changes to its group insurance programs: 

 

1. Terminate its group medical insurance program in the New Jersey State Health Benefits 

Program, account number 0008-00. 

2. Accept an “equal to or better than” proposal for Traditional Medical and Direct Access 

group medical insurance from Horizon Blue Cross, per the recommendation of Grinspec, 

Inc. in their report of June 1, 2007.  The proposal provides group medical insurance 

benefits for active employees, retirees, surviving spouses of retirees, and eligible child 

dependents. 

3. The Township Committee of the Township of Chatham will  continue offering retiree 

benefits to eligible retirees, their eligible children, and surviving spouses, consistent with 

the terms of any resolution adopted previously, including the resolution known as 

óChapter 88.ò 

4. The Township Committee of the Township of Chatham reserves the right via collective 

bargaining to propose changes to coverage for active employees, retirees, child 

dependents, and surviving spouses of retirees.   

5. Designate Grinspec, Inc., a division of Brown & Brown, Inc., of New Providence, NJ as 

the Township’s group insurance broker-of-record for our new Horizon programs, 

effective September 1, 2007. 

Grinspec, Inc. is authorized to act on behalf of the Township in all matters related to 

these programs.  Grinspec, Inc.’s responsibilities will include – but are not limited to – 

negotiating annual renewal rates, marketing our group insurance programs, and aiding 

our staff in the resolution of billing, enrollment, and claim problems.  Grinspec, Inc. is 

authorized to receive commission payments from Horizon as compensation for their 

services, percentages for which are included in our premium rates. 

6. All appropriate Township employees are authorized to take such action and affect such 

documentation as necessary to implement these changes. 

 

Deputy Mayor Brower moved to adopt Resolution 2007-143.  Committeewoman Hagner 

seconded the motion 

 

Roll call: Committeewoman Hagner, Aye; Committeeman Hartford, Aye; Committeeman 

O’Connor, Absent; Deputy Mayor Brower, Aye; Mayor Tubbs, Aye. 

 

Administrator Ciccarone recognized Mr. Finn for his efforts, and added that Committeewoman 

Hagner also played a vital role in this process as well. 

 

Skate Park Rules 

 

Suzanne Bonomo and Mary Carnes were present at the meeting to offer advice and opinions 

regarding Skate Park safety regulations.  Chief Goeckel suggested that there be a water fountain 

present at the site.  With regard to safety equipment, Chief Goeckel said that there are occasions 

where skaters are ejected for failure to wear the proper equipment, and there have been repeat 

offenders who have received disorderly persons citations.  With regard to requiring ID’s at the 

Skate Park, Chief Goeckel pointed out that children under high school age generally do not have 

an ID, and for the Township to issue ID’s would create an inconvenience.  Mayor Tubbs 

reviewed the general concerns of the Township Committee regarding the Skate Park.  Deputy 

Mayor Brower suggested that the users of the park who are not Chatham residents might create 

problems that would not otherwise exist within the Township.  Mrs. Carnes said that restricting 

access would only create more problems, and would lead to a decrease in usage.  Furthermore, a 

supervised park carries a higher liability than an unsupervised park.  Mrs. Carnes also suggested 

that there should be restroom facilities, and asked about injury statistics.  Mayor Tubbs said that 

Cougar Field had the highest injury rate of all facilities in the Township, and the Skate Park had 

the second highest rate.  Chief Goeckel added that those figures do not include many minor 

incidences of cuts and scrapes.  Deputy Mayor Brower asked about the incident report statistics.  
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He also cited a recent incident in which a non-resident skater was found to have narcotics in his 

car.  Mrs. Bonomo pointed out that narcotics would be present in Chatham Township regardless 

as to whether or not non-residents are allowed to use the Skate Park.   Administrator Ciccarone 

asked if there was an actual problem at the Skate Park warranting this discussion, and suggested 

that the only major issue with the current ordinance is that it does not have a provision allowing 

the Police Department to issue citations for violations of park rules.  Furthermore, he said that 

the current rules exist to address behavioral problems, and instances of skaters misbehaving are 

rare.  With regard to the question of supervision, Committeeman Hartford stated that the 

decisions should be based on the public interest rather than liability insurance.  Administrator 

Ciccarone agreed, and said that the Skate Park does not currently warrant supervision.  

Committeeman Hartford added that when non-resident parents bring their children to the Skate 

Park, they tend to remain at the park and become ad hoc supervision.  Chief Goeckel addressed 

issues of parental consent for medical treatment.  With regard to video surveillance, 

Committeeman Hartford said that it should be considered.  Mayor Tubbs said that perhaps the 

ordinance regarding Skate Park rules should be updated to allow the Police to issue citations, and 

suggested that a Skate Park advisory committee be created.  The advisory committee would 

include the Police, users of the Skate Park, a member of the Township Committee and possibly a 

member from Recreation.  Committeewoman Hagner added that the Recreation Advisory 

Committee has not dealt with the Skate Park because it is a Township facility, and the individual 

municipalities have governed facilities.  Following the discussion, Mayor Tubbs asked Attorney 

Woodward to strengthen the enforcement powers in the ordinance.  Whether or not to install a 

surveillance camera was discussed.  Attorney Woodward suggested that this should be 

considered by an advisory committee.   

 

Property Maintenance  

 

Administrator Ciccarone said that he and Attorney Woodward suggest adoption of portions of 

the BOCA code, particularly those sections that deal with exterior areas.  Committeewoman 

Hagner asked if the BOCA code addresses sidewalks.  Mayor Tubbs asked how sidewalk safety 

would be assessed.  Administrator Ciccarone said that the Township does not clear the sidewalks 

of snow and ice, but those portions that have defects are repaired by the Township.  The 

Committee suggested a process should be created to deal with sidewalks systematically.  

Committeewoman Hagner and Deputy Mayor Brower will discuss this with the Department of 

Public Works. 

 

Amendments to Uniform Construction Code 

 

Administrator Ciccarone referred the Township Committee to a recommendation from 

Construction Official Greg Impink regarding conflicts of interest when Township officials apply 

for constructions permits.  Mr. Impink has worked out a deal with Long Hill Township that they 

would handle his conflicts, and he would handle theirs.   Chatham Township officials would still 

file their applications in the Chatham Township Land Use Office, however the construction 

official in Long Hill Township would review the plans and do the inspections.  The Township 

Committee was supportive of this idea. 

 

Tree Protection Ordinance  

 

Attorney Woodward said that he has reviewed and revised the last draft of the tree ordinance and 

one section on appeals must be rewritten.  The proposed ordinance also creates the new position 

of the conservation officer.  The draft ordinance is stronger than that which is in effect currently.  

Another requirement is that when someone is submitting an application requiring review by the 

engineer, Planning Board or Board of Adjustment, a plan must be submitted to address tree 

removal.  The draft ordinance contains more of a requirement for replacement trees.  Deputy 

Mayor Brower said that in some cases such as the Noe Pond Club, new trees have already been 

planted in anticipation of removing dead trees, and in such circumstances the property owners 

should not have to plant additional trees.  Attorney Woodward responded that property owners 

could apply for a waiver in such instances.  Deputy Mayor Brower also asked about established 

screening.  Committeewoman Hagner said that leaving established screening is recommended, 

but not necessarily required.  Attorney Woodward will have a revised draft for the July 26, 2007 

meeting. 
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Meeting Schedule 

 

The Township Committee discussed the meeting schedule for July and August.  The meeting 

scheduled for July 12, 2007 will be held, as there is business to be conducted.   

 

Valley View Road 

 

Administrator Ciccarone explained that the owners of a property at the intersection of Ormont 

Road, Mountainside Drive and Valley View Road (Block 8, Lot 10) have requested a vacation of 

the right-of-way so that they can construct a large home.  Attorney Woodward explained that the 

road might need widening in the future and suggested that the Township Committee leave their 

options open.  Mayor Tubbs suggested that the property owners be informed that uniform 

positive feedback has not been received from the Township Committee, but they could make a 

formal presentation to the Township Committee.  Committeeman Hartford asked about some lots 

in this neighborhood that were involved in the tax sale, and if they could be used for open space.   

 

Mayor Tubbs moved to adjourn at 11:44 PM.  Deputy Mayor Brower seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously.        

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

        Joy M. Wiley   

        Municipal Clerk 


